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PREFACE. 


Under the Historical Department of the Udaipur State, 
popularly known as the there is a 

personal Library of His Highness the Maharana Sahib 
Bahadur. This Library contains manuscripts as well as 
printed books on a great variety of subjects and is known 
here by the name of the Saraswati Bhandar Library. The 
Catalogue in hand is a catalogue of the manuscripts belonging 
to this Library, 

An elaborate account of the Library and its contents 
will perhaps be out of place here, but mention may be made 
of some more imporEant facts which seem to be of general 
interest. The Library, as it is to day, was established by 
Mihaiana Swaroop Singh sometime between 1842 and 1860. 
But ithasits origin in tbe Rajagrantbalaya or Udaipuradhiaha- 
ka-granlhalaya that existed during the lime of Maharana jagat 
Singh J (1625'1652) and his predecessors in the 17th and 
in the later half of the I6tb century A.D. .Actually, what 
Mnharana Swaroop Singh did, was that he remodelled it 
and changed its old name. lUjagranthalaya, into Saraswati 
Dlratidar by which it is known even to the present day. 
Thus, it is one of the oldest libraries, perhaps, tbe oldest, in 
India. And though most of the original contents of the 
Library were lost during the ravages carried on by Muslim 
Kings in this part of the country there still remain a fairly 
large number of very old and rare manuscripts worthy of the 
age and reputation of the Library. 

In 1874, side by side with this Library, another library 
narned Sajjan*vanbvilas was founded by Maharana Sajjan 
Singh. In this Library', the Ma.haratta kept a small collec¬ 
tion of manuscripts and printed hooks on subjects such as 
poetry, rhetoric, prosody, veterinary science etc. in which he 
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was particularly interested, and those that were of genetal 
interest were regularly added, as before, to the Sarasivati 
Bhandar Library. At the time of his death in 1884, the 
Sajian-vani-viias Library contained about 50 manuscripts 
and 500 printed books. This library has also now been 
amalgamated with the Saraswati Bhandar Library. 

The Library, being a personal property of the Mahamnas, 
has so far been utilised only by them either for their own or 
for the State purposes and very few local or outside scholars 
have been able to gain access to its maicrials. Cob James 
Tod was the first historian who examined this Library with 
some thoroughness when he was here during the time of 
Maharana Bhim Singh (177S-18:?8). The Maharana gave 
him manuscript copies of about fifteen Sanskrit, Kindi and 
Rajasthani ‘works vrhich he has frequently referred to in the 
Anfin/f and Antiquiiies of Raja$thtxn ,besides a large mass 
of invaluable historical material in the form of ancient coins, 
copper-plate grants, geneologicat charts, old documents and 
pictures eic. After Tod's death all this priceless material 
passed into the possession of the Royal Asiatic Society of 
Great Britain and Ireland. It now lies in the library of the 
above Society in London. Even more thotroughly than Col, 
Tod did Kaviraja Shyamaldasa make use of this Library when 
engaged in writing Vir^vinod, the History of Mewar. No 
other schular of repute is known to have used the Library so 
thoroughly as these twO- 

The Library has a small but a useful collection of 2953 
manuscripts of Prakrit, Sanskrit, Hindi, Rajasthani, Arabic, 
Persian and tirdu. Many of these works arc rare and of 
great antiquarian value. There are numerous works repte- 
senting various phases of Indian culture, e.g,, Sanskrit 


*A list fif works with desciiptiva oolcs has bRiiEt published it) 
the Journal flf tho Ko>'al Asiatic Soci«ty ot Gmat Liritaip and Iieland 
(Jtuiii, 1040). 
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cksstcs and boobs on grammar, lexicography, astronoiny, 
rmi^sic, medicine etc. The Library is specially rich in 
htstoiy' containing as it does a large mass of historical and 
semi'historical writings, panegyrical composluons, prasaxitSf 
bardic poems and other chronicles such as those tineant by 
the Rajasthani terms khyafa, vata, figniit v(tm»av(tlt anti 
pidliis, all of which partake more or less of an historical 
character. The great majonty ot these manuscripts is dated 
in the seventeenth/eighteenth century and there arc very many 
others, undated, of an equal antiquity. The oldest dated 
item is a copy of the CAiJti/so-5ji#rrt by Madhava, written in 
V. Sam vat H63 (HOo A.D.). The second oldest is dated in 
V. Sam vat H64 (1407 A- D.). This is a timnuscript 
of the Kalpasthana of the Susruta. A few to ore 
'Oanuscripts are dated in the same century and hence 
are more or less 500 years old. There are, moreover, 
forty such Sanskrit works in the Library the names of which 
liavc no: been found in the Catalogiis Catalogorum and 
other catalogues of the prominent Indian libraries and are, 
pteEumably, those that have hitherto remained unknown to 
the scholarly world. The iiiimher of such new Hindi works 
is2L The following are a few of the important itemst— 
Amara^bhiishana (S.) Antara-kavya (S,); AmarusitTa (S.)^ 
Sk/ing-pii/a-paddfiati (S.)i RkJing-mithiifmya (S)\ likHng* 
siolra (S,) Kha-myitn^-safahita by Romkaebarya (SJ; 
Jtigvtsijtha*kavyia by Raghitfuttha fS.) JayifvUfHsa'tntrhtt- 
kavya by f^ittaa (S.); Paitdhati-clMndriluJ by Baittriima 
(H); Parvasara by .\fan$ar(iintx (S )\ Budtihu^ch^nta bv 
fi^athmerl (S.)’t Bbava-pTiidipa by Kitrawchandra {S,J; Raja- 
PuHtjhhtsfteka-ptiddhnii by Jagannatba (S); Sirngrow- 
sitihii-taaHiudaya by Bihart (Hj; ^fand<l^tka'kavya by 
Gangiidhara (S.); Gita-goidtida-diptha byjaya strtJm (S^)) 
JagaPsitthasUtaka hy ^SoJtan Bhaita Raja-sitthashta&a 

by Mubitnda (S,)i Rayika-vafanana by Rama (S): GHtta- 
govin ia by Kalyanadaf.a(ff.}; Papi Prahuaha by Kishoniaxa 
(H,)', Kesho-sagar and Rukmini*inangalii by K»/io-fn 3 <i 
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(H,); Yoga pavart by Gitribagir (HBiiddhiraso by Jalluha 
(H.)t Varanasf^vilasa by Devnkarna (B.)i Anitpa^krishna- 
chandrika by Deyidasa ( HJ; Jtfg-vilasa and Shikar'hha%'a 
by fJattdaraina (BJ; Rasa-pra&asJta by Navnitii'Taya {H.): 
Sttdaina*chariira by Balkrishna Sankata-haraua by 

Bhaita (H )i AshwarH^itha'yagya and Triya-t'inod by Aittrh 
(H.)i lioahiiit^nataba &y Ubivtiasa {B)\ Viitod-rniitt by 
SuniafUtattsa (H,). 

In addition to th<^ above, the Library has the distinction 
of possessing the oldest manuscripts of three well known 
Hindi works, namely, the Sw^sagar^ the Bthari-&atsai and 
the Raja^viitKa. No other copies of these works older than 
those of this Library have yet been known to exist in any of 
the well-known libraries of India. Also Lherc is a large 
number of illustrated manuscripts worth about sixty thousand 
of rupees and dating from about 1630 to 1000. Of these the 
most valuable are the copies of the ASabahhaTata, the 
Bhago-vaia’ the Bhagavadgiia\ the Rausayatja', the Hart- 
oamscf,.the iA.^ldamban^ ihc Malati-madhavat theOt^crgoomiifj, 
the Naishadha the Hagku oarrsa, the Panchahky- 

oim, the Vogavasi&kihat the HuTungadhara-paddhaii. the 
PrithtmTaja^ra$a^ tiie Bihar^'^$aUai^ the Rasikpriya (see page 
252) the Sundef-sringart the Kalpasutra, the Ragamala^ the 
V’e/i-Kr#sA«ff Rukmtm'n^ the KasiH'khauda and the 
Prahod ha ~ch a n drodn ya. 

The publication of an alphabetical catalogue of the 
manuscripts of tht'- Library was for a long time felt as a 
desider.irum. Under the orders of the Mewar Government, 
i was engaged to reorganise the Library and to prepare a 
complete catalogue of the manuscripts contained therein. 
I have, accordingly, prepared this Catalogue giving the 
names of authors, the subjects and the dates of the manu 
scripts. In preparing this catalogue 1 have adopted 
Dr. Aufreicht's Catahgws Catalogornnt as my model and 
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the names and the subjects of the PrahrK and Sanskrit 
works have been Ejiven after verifying the same with 
the above and other Indian catalogues, A nominal catalogue 
tike this has its obvious limitations and can never take the 
place of a descriptive one. but I have tried my best to make 
it as comprehensive and informative as possible within its 
limits. Every possible care has been taken to ensure accu¬ 
racy and in this respect, I beUeve, the work will be found 
deserving of confidence. 

The Library has just been thrown open for the use of 
general public and for this act of liberality, the scholars, the 
historians and all those who are intErested in art^ literature 
and antiquities owe an enormous debt ot gratitude to the 
Mewar Government. U is now for the scholars to examine 
the Lihmry and gather facts for throwing light on the so 
many knotty points and obscurities in ihe history of Indian 
religion, art and literature which for want of authentic 
materials have long remained cither untouched or undecided. 
Fortunately, there is enough of such material in this Library 
and, therefore, if efforts are made in tbii direction by skilful 
and patient investigators they will not only not go in vain but 
will be amply rewarded. And for such sort of endeavours 
there can be no time, sufficiently late though it is, more 
favourable, more opportune than the present one. 

Lastly, 1 take this opportunity of recording my sincere 
gratitude to all my assistants who not only worked hard but 
also intelligently followed the system laid down and the 
instructions given. 


M. L. MEKAHta. 
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X 
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